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Municipal Officers, 1924
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers o f Poor 
R . M . H e s c o c k  J . W . T a r e  A . C . G il b e r t
Town Clerk 
W . H . H u g h e s
Treasurer 
F . M . H e s c o c k
Tax Collector 
K. J . J o n e s
School Committee  
M r s . M a b e l  L ord A . L . B r a y  R o y  M . H e s c o c k
Superintendent o f Schools 
C l a u d e  L . S id e l in g e r
Health. Officer 
H , E . S m it h
Seale )•
F . M . H e s c o c k
, A uditor
I i. S. K n ig h t
R eport of Selectmen
VALUATION A PR IL  1, 1924
Keal-estate, resident $151,820.00
Real estate, non-resident 161,570.00
Total real estate $313,890.00
Personal estate, resident $ 83,750.00
Personal estate, non-resident 14,930.00
Total personal estate $ 98,680.00
$412,070.00
Raised by town a t annual meeting $21,745.00 
S tate  tax, 1924 2,247.88
County tax  597.64
Overlay 51.54
$25,142.06
RA ISED BY TOWN MARCH 10, 1924
Common schools $5,700.00
Support of poor 1,500.00
Roads and bridges 5,000.00
Incidentals 1,400.00
Sidewalks 200.00
In te rest 300.00
Text books 350.00
Superintendent of schools 432.00
Free High school 3,000.00
Appliances 350.00
R epairs on school houses 400.00
Memorial Day 35.00
S tate  Aid road 533.00
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State highway patrol 500.00
Street lights 450.00
Public L ibrary 50.00
Monson band 25.00
F ire  departm ent 700.00
D istric t nurse 100.00
Calcium' chloride 200.00
Insurance, light and power— schools 120.00
New cemetery 400.00
$21,745.00
O FFIC ER S’ BILLS AND IN CID EN TA L CHARGES
Raised by town 
State, tax  on bank stock 
State, R. R. and Tel. tax 
Licenses
Use of sealer’s outfit
F. J . Wilkins, brick 
P. A. Johnson, gravel 
Overdrawn
$1,400.00
132.08
14.81
25.00
2.00
2.40
3.00
874.80
$2,454.09
O verdraw n, 1928 $ 421.14
H. M. Chapin, care  cem etery lot 8.00
Fairfield Puplishing Co., reports 79.20
Observer Pub. Co., Centennial reports 75.00 
Dr. F. I-I. Killam, health officer 6.00
Edw. Johnson, voting list. 2.20
Straw  & M artin , insurance 4.24
Coring, Short & Harm on, books 22.10
W. C. Thomas, labor cem etery 2.00
H. M. Smith, labor cemetery 15.17
F. J . W ilkins, labor and lumber, vault 35.50
A. C. Gilbert, labor and posts, cem etery 28.35
E. L. M orrill, mark, posts a t cemetery 2.50
R. LeClair, n ight watch 8.00
H. M. Smith, labor a t cemetery 4.23
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J . D. Ring, labor a t cemetery 27.00
G. L. Brown, labor a t cemetery 61.50
E. H. Poole, recording deed 2,05
A rth u r Kronholm, check lists 5.00
Light & Power Co., town hall 8.10
Light & Power Co., town hall 1.00
H. W. Hughes, jan ito r town hall 1.25
J. M. Douglass, ballot clerk 12.00
Byron Kallgren, ballot clerk 12.00
F rank  Nelson, ballot clerk 12.00
Alec Carlson, ballot clerk 12.00
Mrs. Roy M. Hescock, ballot clerk 12.00
Mrs. Oscar Carlson, ballot clerk 8.00
H. E. Sm ith, health work 3.00
M. Lynch, repa iring  safe door 39.40
H. S. Jackson, trucking  safe door 4.00
H. M. Sm ith, care of silent police 25.00
Geo. E. Howard, insurance 10.60
D. C. Weeks, voting booths 17.63
Monson Light & Power Co. LOO
F rank  Libby, night watch 8.00
Roy M. Hescock, exp. to Assessors’ meet. 20.07 
W. A. Bray, deeds 2.50
D. D. Cowan, services as constable 9.00
D. D. Cowan, tru a n t officer 3.00
G. P. Pullen, supplies for vault 9.45
Monson Light & Pow er Co., town hall 1.00 
D r. F. H. Killam, vital sta tistics 7.75
Monson Light & Pow er Co., town hall 1.40 
H arry  Davis, fire w arden 24.00
P. W. K night & Sons, sup., silent police .42
P. W. K night & Sons, wood, town office 12.50
R. M. Hescock, supplies 6.69
A, L. Bray, supplies 3.80
A. L. Brown, m oderator 4.00
H. E. Smith, night watch 8.00
H. E. Sm ith, health officer 64.00
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F. M. Plescock, express 5.00
R. J. Jones, commission 626.47
S traw  & M artin , insurance 21.20
H. S. Knight, auditor 4.00
Mrs. J. II. Lord, school committee 25.00
A. L. Bray, school committee 25.00
Roy M. Hescock, school committee 25.00
F. M. H escock ,treasurer 75.00
F. M. Hescock, sealer 5.00
F. M. Hescock, postage 2.28
W. H. Hughes, clerk 25.00
W. H. Hughes, vital statistics 8.25
W. H. Hughes, express and recording 7.15
R. M. Hescock, first selectman 200.00
J. W. T arr, second selectman 150.00
A. C. Gilbert, th ird  selectman 75.00
ROADS AND BRIDGES
Raised by town $5,000.00
Raised for patrol work 500.00
Received E. H. F lin t, use of truck 1,186.66
Received S tate Aid, use of truck 150.00
Received Third Class 180.00
Received school, use of trucks 15.00
Received E. H. Flint, use of trucks 6.00
Received S tate 66.50
$7,104.16
O verdraw n 1923 $ 873.04
L. J. Forbus 18.00
P. Rogers 14.00
H. T. Crooker 50.00
W. C. Kirk 13.50
E. H. F lin t 140.00
R. R. Drake 42.00
E. Degstrom 11.25
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Aubrey Wyman 14.00
George DeRocher 17.50
H. Bakka ' 22.50
J. W. T a rr  -16.75
Chas. Jackson 35.00
Thos, M ountain 33.25
George DeRocher 14.00
E. Richards 28.00
F rank  Libby 32.00
E. Degstrom  33.75
Aubrey W yman 24.50
George DeRocher 14.00
H. B akka . 33.75
C. A. Jackson 31.50
R. It. Drake 70.00
E. H. F lin t 95.00
Genera] Slate Co. . 28.00
Good Road Machine Co. 20.70
J. W. T a rr  31.50
R. B. Dunning Co. 64.35
A. R. Day 56.20
W .C . K irk 11.25
Good Road Machine Co. 8.92
F. G. Hayden 11.70
E. H. F lin t 84.00
R. It. Drake 49.00
F rank  Libby 44.00
E. Degstrom 31.75
H. Bakka 39.40
J. W. T a rr  29.75
C. A. Jackson 36.75
E. R ichards 31.50
Win. Hammond 21.00
R. It. D rake 21.00
F rank  Libby 16.00
E. Degstrom  11.25
J. W. T a rr  12.25
8 A n n u a l  R e p o r t
H. Bakka 13.05
C. A. Jackson 12.25
E. R ichards 8.75
Wm. Hammond 5.25
Mrs, H. M. Chapin 8.00
H a rry  K irk 19.25
A. R. Day 111.35
F rank  Libby 54.00
D, D. Cowan 48.00
Huff Bros. 28.00
D. D. Cowan 48.00
F rank  Libby 48.00
H enry Knox 10.00
E. H. F lin t 70.00
F rank  Libby 48.40
D. D. Cowan 40.00
J. W. T a rr  . 10.50
E. Richards 10.50
Aubrey W yman 14.00
C. C. Simpson 17.50
R. Jacobson 12.50
C. P a rti nen 9.00
J. H aggstrom 24.50
A. R. Day 152.70
M. Forbus 33.25
R. Jacobson 28.75
C. P arti nen 34.50
Wm. Hammond 7.00
F rank  Libby 48.00
C. C. Towne 11.00
D. D. Cowan 46.00
C. A. Jackson 24.50
1). D. Cowan 28.00
F rank  Libby 48.00
A. W. Greenleaf 02.40
R. K irk 1.75
F rank  Libby 48.00
T o w n  o f  M o n s o n 9
Aubrey W yman 38.50
Wm. Hammond 35.00
C. A. Jackson 38.50
H. Bakka 37.50
E. A. M clver 23*00
E. H. F lin t 80.00
C. A. Jackson 29.75
Aubrey W yman 36.75
H. Bakka 28.15
J. W. T a rr  56.00
F rank  Libby 20.00
C. F. B radford  18.15
E. B. Lord 7.00
H. W. Hughes 3.50
C. C. Simpson 28.00
E. R ichards 21,00
F. Regstrom  30.50
Wm. Hammond 29.75
A. R. Day 243.80
F rank  Libby 52.00
J. W. T a rr  45.50
H. Bakka 41.25
C. A. Jackson 21.00
C. C. Simpson 28.00
J. W. T a rr  14.00
B ernard Sanborn 27.00
Stevens and G reenleaf 12.95
Ed. Copeland 39.00
John Degstrom  10.50
A. R. Day 187.70
H. W. Lane 15.45
H. Grover 115.45
R. R, D rake 22.50
G. P. Pullen 19.00
H. A. Davis 8.40
S tew art Evans 6.30
E. H. Flint 37.50
10 A n n u a l  R e p o r t
■Joe Davison 16.50
F. H, Hayden 15.00
Chas. B radford 32.60
N ate and Mike Huff 25.00
L. O. Anderson 10.00
L. J. Forbus 14.00
Wm. Champion 49.00
R. Jacobson 22.50
W. L. Dauphine 48.00
W. A. F a r ra r 50.30
A. R. Day 205.45
Ralph Arnold 40.25
N ate and Mike Huff 14.00
C. C. Simpson 14.00
F rank  Butler 12.25
C. A. Jackson 10.75
H a rry  B rasier 12.00
Thos, Leeman 10.00
General Slate Co. 13.50
H erbert Rose 18.35
F. P. Stew ard 56.00
C. Evans 8.75
S ta te  Aid m aintenance 71.90
Patro l work 454.50
L. J . Forbus 28.00
W. W. Pullen 14.00
Albin Johnson 4.00
C. C. Towne 21.00
A lbert Olson 5.00
M. M. Slate Co. 68.05
Unexpended, 1921 619.35
STATE AID M A INTENA NCE 
Received from  State $ $ 50.00
A ppropriated  from  Highw ay account 71.90
Expended, 1924
$ 121.90 
$ 121.90
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STATE AID ROAD
Raised by town $ 533.00
Received from  State 699.63
O verdraft. 1924 212.57
O verdraft, 1923 $ 106.55
Expended, 1924 1,338.65
STATE HIGHW AY TH IRD CLASS
Received from  State 
Expended, 1924
SIDEW ALKS
Raised by town 
Unexpended, 1923
Expended, 1924 
Unexpended, 1924
$ 200.00 
148.00
$ 129,25 
218.75
CALCIUM CHLORIDE
Raised by tow n $ 200.00
O verdraw n, 1924 5.20
Expended, 1924
STR EET LIGHTS
Raised by town $ 450,00
Unexpended, 1923 33.45
Expended, 1924 $ 445.44
Unexpended, 1924 38.01
$1,445.20
$1,445.20
$1,405.73
1,405.73
$ 348.00 
$ 348.00
$ 205.20 
$ 205.20
$ 483.45 
$ 483.45
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TOWN POOR
Raised by town $1,500.00
Received from  town of Benton, acct.
M aurice Johnson 12.50
Received from  H. L. Perkins, acct
Teckla Anderson 192.51
O verdraft, 1924 1,004.20
Overdrawn, 1923 $ 846.75
John Derm ott 236.24
Charles Grover 215.26
Almon Vinton 185.68
M artina M attson 179.40
J. A. Johnson’s children 222.50
M ary E. M orton 379.27
Beaulier child 212.25
M aurice Johnson ■ 154.98
A lfred Akeson 39.10
Lyndon Larson 11.78
F ran k  Cunningham 12.00
Tram ps 14.00
MONSON RANI)
Raised by town
O verdraw n, 1923 $ 5.50
Expended, 1921 19.50
NEW  CEM ETERY
Raised by town 
Expended, 1924
CEM ETERY FEN C E
Unexpended, 1923 
Unexpended, 1924
$2,709.21
$2,709.21
$ 25.00
$ 25.00
$ 400.00 
400.00
$ 50.00
50.00
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M OTHERS’ AID
Unexpended, 1923 
Unexpended, 1924
SO LDIERS’ TABLET
Unexpended, 1923 
Unexpended, 1924
M EM ORIAL DAY
Raised by town 
Expended
FR E E  PUBLIC LIBRARY
Raised by town 
Expended
F IR E  DEPARTM ENT
Raised by town $ 700.00
Unexpended, 1923 344.01
W ater m ain to  school buildings $ 334.65
New hose 455.00
New valve, Main s tree t 44.95
Coal for engine house 39.00
H. E. Smith, care of engine house 54.00
R epairs on engine 27.04
Unexpended, 1924 89.97
IN TER EST
Raised by town $ 300.00
Unexpended, 1923 35.04
In te rest on bank deposit 66.55
R. J. Jones 52.82
$ 216.00 
216.00
$ 50.00
50.00
$ 35.00
35.00
$ 50.00
50.00
$1,044.61
$1,044.61
$ 455.01
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Expended, 1924 $ 452.82
Unexpended, 1924 2.19
----------------  $ 455.01
TAX COLLECTOR’S ACCOUNT
Commitment, 1924 $25,142.06
In te res t on taxes 52.82
Collected— on unassessed 32.10
 --------------- $25,226.98
E rro rs  in assessm ent $ 105.35
A batem ent 62.80
N et tax returned  to T reasu rer 25,058.83
$25,226.98
REPORT OF HEALTH O FFIC ER
Communicable diseases reported 
Scarlet fever 15
Measles 2
Pneum onia J
Influenza 7
25
Fetid drains 4
Deceased anim als 1
Objectionable toilets 2
W ater test 1
FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN T 
R e s o u r c e s
Estim ated value of
Town building and lot $3,500.00
Old engine 100.00
New engine 1,500.00
H earse 200.00
Road tools 400.00
Hose pipe and hydran t 1,500.00
T o w n  o f  M o n s o n 15
Safes 300.00
Town trucks 250.00
Gravel bank 75.00
Boiler 100.00
Cash in bank $1,857.27
Cash in hands of T reasurer 1,259.44
$7,925.00
$3/116.71
$11,041.71
L i a b il i t i e s
Monson Academy loan at 4% $3,925.00
School fund 854.10
Carroll Pullen, legacy 50.00
A. W .Chapin, legacy 200.00
A. F. Jackson, legacy 100.00
Elizabeth Pullen, legacy 200.00
H a rrie t N. C rafts, legacy 70.00
O rder 533— N ettie Pullen 1,250.00
O rder 30— W. W. Pullen 1,000.00
Order 423— H enry Grover 1,000.00
O rder 579— George L. Brown 1,000.00
O rder 68— George L. Brown 1,000.00
O rder 104— W. E. Jones 1,000.00
Order 214— VV. E. Jones 1,000.00
$12,649.10
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Treasurer’s R eport
B y  P a id
O rders $29,873.23
S tate  T reasurer, dog tax  138.00
State T reasurer, S tate  tax 2,747.88
S tate  T reasurer, highway patrol 454.50
County T reasu rer, County tax 597.64
Blind pensions 276.00
State pensions 108.00
Bear bounty 15.00
Public library  5.00
Cash on hand 3,116.71
$37,331.96
Dr.
Cash on hand $4,006.59
In terest on deposit 66.55
Account Teckla Anderson 192.51
Town Clerk, dog tax  138.00
Town of Parkm an 60.00
Licenses 25.00
Brick sold 2.40
P eter A. Johnson 3.00
Use of sealer’s outfit 2.00
Town of Benton 12.50
Common school account 34.16
State, use of trucks 330.00
Abatem ent 168.15
Received of R. J. Jones 25,058,83
S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r 's  A c c o u n t
Highway 2,679.89
S tate  school fund 3,301.86
Im provem ent S tate  roads 699.63
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'Blind pensions 276.00
S tate  pensions 108.00
Tax on bank stock 132.08
R. R. and Tel. tax 14.81
Public lib rary 5.00
P>ear bounty 15.00
$37,331.96
AU DITOR’S REPORT
I have th is day audited the town books and find them  to 
he correct.
Signed H. S. KNIGHT, Auditor.
Monson, Maine, M arch 4, 1925.
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R eport of Superintendent of Schools
To the .Superintending School Committee and Citizens of
Monson:
I  submit herew ith my fifth annual repo rt as superin ten­
dent of your schools.
The cost of education is viewed w ith concern by many 
including some clear thinking people. Recently, the presi­
dent of one of our powerful foundations said th a t the peo­
ple are bound to rebel against the enormous cost of edu­
cation. If  one analyzes the expenditures for education, he 
finds it difficult to  point out instances in which money is 
spent lavishly or places where the support may be regarded 
as liberal when viewed in the light of the responsibility our 
schools assum e in the education of our young people. The 
expenditures for education are conservative when compared 
w ith  other sta te  expenditures and m oderate when com­
pared w ith the cost of automobiles and other seeming neces­
sities. It would seem especially pertinent to consider in 
connection w ith this cost of education ju st how we in the 
United S tates spend our income, counting all expenditures, 
personal, sta te  and national. The following figures, taken 
from  the Am erican Educational Digest, tell the whole story. 
Expenditures fo r church | per cent, schools 1 i/s per cent, 
governm ent d '/t per cent, crime 8j4 per cent, investment 
11 per cent, waste 14 per cent, luxuries 22 per cent, living 
costs 24 l/z  per cent, and miscellaneous 131/-) per cent.
ELEM EN TA RY  SCHOOLS
Only one change has been made in the teaching force 
since my last annual report. I t  is claimed th a t reta in ing  
the efficient teachers is one of the facto rs by which we can 
expect to increase the efficiency of our schools. We are ju s ti­
fied in estim ating  the work being done by our experienced
T o w n  o f  M o n s o n 19
teachers as better than  w hat we m ight expect to get from  
teachers new to the schools. The one change in the teaching 
force is th a t Rena Fogg has the th ird  and fou rth  grades in 
place of M ary Larson who had those grades for several 
years. The same d istric t schools have been m aintained dur­
ing the year and with the same teachers. Two of these 
teachers, Miss Champion and Miss Carlson, attended sum­
mer school fo r six weeks during the summer, and thus mak­
ing use of one of the opportunities fo r im proving them ­
selves fo r their school work. Unless fam ilies move away 
from  places in these d istricts the average attendance fo r any 
of these schools will continue above eight for several years.
The school year has been one of progress and general 
satisfaction. Schools cannot be accurately judged by de­
pending wholly upon reports. Things happen every day in 
the best of schools tha t, reported  out of their setting, would 
sound very unfavorable to the school. On the other hand 
scores of m ost excellent th ings th a t a re  done every day are 
unreported. So 1 w ish to urge w ith all the emphasis pos­
sible the need of first hand acquaintance w ith  the schools 
by parents and other citizens.
MONSON ACADEMY
The Academy opened in Septem ber w ith  Mr. S tu a rt and 
Miss. Crocker, who w ere here last year, and Miss Grover, 
the new assistant, as the faculty. Mr. S tu a rt asked to be 
released a t  the close of the fall term  as he had an offer of 
a desirable position in M assachusetts. John C. Mason, who 
was elected to take M r. S tu a rt’s place, as Principal of the 
Academy, is proving to be a m an well fitted for th is posi­
tion. The work of the Academy under the present p rinci­
pal and assistan ts is proving very satisfactory . No m arked 
changes in the  courses offered in the Academy have been 
made, but we are  w orking to improve these courses in 
every way possible. Possibly some changes fo r the better 
can be made in the near fu ture. Several small high schools 
in ru ra l tow ns have made excellent progress in w orking out
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a program  th a t can be done w ith satisfy ing results in 
schools w ith three teachers by offering a general course 
w ith differentials in languages, advanced m athem atics fo r 
college, un it courses in agricu lture  including shop work, 
and home m aking and household a r t  courses in one year 
units for girls. The report of Principal Mason will be 
found in another part of this report.
One thing attem pted th is year and from which the re­
sults to date are fa r  from  what was expected is the project 
to raise money for new seats for the main room in the 
Academy. We now have only one hundred forty  dollars 
tow ards the desired am ount. I can see two possible rea­
sons why a sufficient sum for the new seats has not been 
contributed. One is the fac t that those prom oting the plan 
have depended on the alumni and friends fo rw ard ing  their 
contributions. No plans were made to extend to them  a 
personal solicitation for funds. This would involve con­
siderable tim e on the p a rt of any committee and, as you 
can see, with no compensation. The other reason is simply 
m athem atical. Probably three hundred is a large esti­
m ate of the num ber th a t could be included as alumni and 
friends of the Academy. A dollar subscription each from  
th a t num ber will not give the am ount th a t will be needed, 
about five hundred dollars. Possibly some arrangem ents 
can be made which will help us to raise the rest of the 
money needed fo r the new seats.
SCHOOL E X PE N D IT U R E S AND A PPRO PRIA TIO N S
We are  asked to make some slight changes in the appro­
priation fo r certain  purposes in order to conform to p re­
sent legal requirem ents involving the distribution of sta te  
school funds. P>y m aking these changes the am ount of 
school appropriations on the basis of which the  equalization 
fund is d istributed will be slightly increased. H eretofore 
we have planned to pay for cleaning school buildings, ja n i­
to r supplies, fixtures and equipm ent from  the appropriation 
fo r school repairs. H ereafter we shall plan to pay for
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cleaning and jan ito r supplies from  the appropriations for 
common schools, and to pay fo r fixtures and equipment, 
such as chairs, curta ins, etc., from  the  supply account. 
A ppropriations fo r school repa irs  should be made separ­
ately from  any other and a separate account m aintained.
In the budget subm itted fo r your consideration the 
am ount suggested fo r teachers’ wages is made on the basis 
of the am ount being paid a t  the present time. The am ount 
suggested fo r ja n ito r  services is larger than  usual as it 
includes w hat will be needed for cleaning and jan ito r  sup­
plies. W hile no changes in  textbooks is contem plated a 
considerable am ount is needed annually to replace worn 
textbooks. The account fo r school supplies provides, in 
addition to the usual am ount for supplies, a sum fo r  such 
items as chairs, curtains, etc.
Unless additional insurance is desired on th e  school 
buildings no money fo r insurance is needed th is year. The 
ra te  of insurance on the village school buildings has ad­
vanced from  $2.80 a hundred to $4.75 a hundred. Because 
of the advance in ra te  of insurance only fifteen hundred 
dollars in additional insurance could be taken on the g ram ­
m ar building th is year. F ifteen hundred a t  the new ra te  
cost about the  same as twenty-five hundred a t the old rate . 
The am ount of insurance on th is building now is six thou­
sand five hundred. Considering the am ount of money the 
tow n has expended on the Academy building it m ight be 
advisable to have some insurance, fo r the benefit of the 
town, placed on th a t building.
Three years ago one hundred dollars was raised to be 
used fo r installing  lights in the Academy building. The 
Trustees of the Academy appropriated  and expended nearly  
one hundred dollars a t th a t tim e for lights in the up-stairs 
p a rt  of the Academy. The money raised by the town was 
not expended till th e  building was remodeled th is year. 
The appropriation  fo r  light and power should provide a sum 
for cu rren t charges and a small am ount fo r replacing any 
possible broken fixture or lights.
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The medical inspection account shows twenty-five dollars 
paid to school physician whose term  did not expire till the 
schools closed in June, and one hundred dollars paid to the 
P iscataquis Public Health Association which is fo r the ser­
vices of the Public H ealth N urse fo r the school year ending 
next June. A report of the Public Health N urse will be 
found elsewhere in th is report
SCHOOL R EPA IR S
The plans suggested in the last annual report for a ltering  
the Academy building were executed during the summ er. 
This involved building practically new tne whole in terio r 
of the building. Some work had to be done to the outside 
walls in order to get the proper am ount of light surface. 
Those who have seen w hat has been done have been pleased 
with the changes. You will have to see fo r yourselves to 
fully appreciate w hat these improvem ents mean. A fter 
the outside of the building has been painted you will have 
a building th a t  will serve the community fo r years w ith 
little fu rth e r  cost. The cost for w hat has been done on the 
building is approxim ately eighty-eight hundred dollars.
Only some m inor repairs were made a t the other school 
buildings th is year. Ju s t a few  of the larger items are  
m entioned. The wood shed a t the Long School was shingled, 
the pump a t  the  village buildings was over-hauled, payment 
was made on the new curta ins fo r twro rooms in the g ram ­
m ar building, and additional slate blackboard was p u r­
chased for the grade room in the Academy building. The 
conditions a t the gram m ar building here in the village is 
unite satisfactory. The ligh t in some of the rooms would 
be greatly  improved if the walls of these rooms were 
painted another color. The building should be painted 
again w ithin a short time.
A t th is time it is not possible fo r me to specify w hat will 
be done on the  outbuildings a t the d istric t schools. Unless 
action is taken to discontinue these schools, or some of 
them, w ithin three years the outbuildings a t any tha t are
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not discontinued m ust be improved. A t the present time 
there are ten or more pupils attending any one of the three 
d istrict schools. W ith th a t num ber of pupils these schools 
cannot be discontinued w ithout m aking considerable addi­
tional cost fo r conveyance. To m ake the required im prove­
ments a t these buildings will mean an outlay of nearly  five 
hundred dollars a t each of them . U nder the p resen t law 
towns have until Septem ber, 1927 in which to put their 
school building toilets in clean and san itary  condition. 
There is a clause in the law which specifies tha t som ething 
must be done each year.
R EPO R T OF TH E PR IN C IPA L OF MONSON ACADEMY
To C. L. Sidelinger, Superintendent o f SchoolIs;
I t gives me pleasure to subm it my first repo rt of Monson 
Academy. Although I have been with you only a short 
time, there are a few th ings th a t  T wish to  bring  to  the 
attention of paren ts and citizens of Monson in order to 
obtain closer co-operation, which is the keynote of success. 
A i m s :
1. To make Monson Academy of as high standard  as 
o ther secondary schools in the sta te— a school which you 
will be proud of.
2. To give to each pupil th a t en ters its portals the most 
valuable tra in in g  he is capable of receiving in the years he 
rem ains with us.
N e c e s s a r y  fo r  S u c c e s s :
1. Co-operation of every citizen.
2. P aren ts in full sym pathy with the teachers.
3. Pupils eager fo r an education.
4. Regular attendance.
5. More actual study— not merely putting  in time.
G. Properly conducted athletics, encouraged and fi­
nanced by your attendance a t the various contests.
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S t a n d a r d s :
One of the most difficult th ings th a t any high school 
teachei' has to do is to decide upon the standard  th a t  will be 
of the g reatest benefit to the pupils as a whole and individ­
ually.
I t  is equally difficult to m easure accurately the work of 
the pupils by the standards set. Oftentim es pupils who 
apparently  get little  from  th e ir work, as shown in the 
recitations and exam inations, get more ideas and a b e tte r 
mental development than  other pupils who, by v irtue of 
ability to get im pressions quickly and to rem em ber w hat 
they read in books, receive much higher m arks.
Since much of the value of a course in high school is th a t 
tra in in g  which the pupils ge t from  the personalities and 
social standards of their teachers, from  associating with 
th e ir school and class-mates, and from  the organized and 
other group or social activities, it is difficult to set up stand­
ards of scholarship th a t will be f a i r  to  all pupils who are  
entitled to  a t  least four years tra in in g  in the public high 
schools. Clearly th a t high school which gets from  every 
pupil the best work he is capable of perform ing in academic 
subjects, in physical development, and in such other th ings 
as will make him a w orthy and agreeable m em ber of society 
is m aintaining the h ighest standard . High schools should 
not m aintain such standards as favor the brillian t and 
force out of school the mediocre and slow. The great mis­
take seems to be th a t we set our standards fo r the m ost 
intellectual and then expect pupils w ith half or less than 
half their ability to obtain a t least 80',; of the average rank  
of such b rillian t pupils in order to pass through the school. 
Wc take  into our high schools boys and girls vary ing  fifty 
per cent or more in ability and try  to turn  out a uniform  
or nearly uniform  product, and oftentim es our schools are  
blamed because they do not accomplish th is impossible task.
In order not to be m isunderstood, I wish to repeat th a t  1 
believe in high standards of scholarship and all other 
tra in in g  furn ished  by high schools, bu t as firmly believe
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th a t having given pupils the best tra in ing  available in the 
elem entary schools tha t the work of the high school should 
be based upon the needs of the pupils to the end th a t pupils 
shall not be deprived of high school tra in in g  because of 
a rb itra ry  standards which we have set up.
T e a c h e r s  : A lthough achievement has n o t  been so g rea t
as desired, the teachers have labored hard  and conscien­
tiously to get results from  the students. To make progress 
the pupils m ust be as eager to receive knowledge as the 
teachers are to im part it.
I wish to thank the teachers fo r their hearty  co-operation 
in everything for the betterm ent of the school.
In closing I wish to thank one and all who have so will­
ingly and generously supported us. I wish to assure  you 
th a t w hatever action is taken on our p a rt is fo r the benefit 
of the students and school. You are cordially invited to 
inspect the school a t any time.
Respectfully subm itted,
JOH N C. MASON, Principal.
R EPO R T OF TH E PUBLIC HEA LTH  NURSE
To the citizens of Monson, I wish to subm it a repo rt of 
the w ork done by the Public H ealth  N urse since October, 
1924. (This is the date when the work was s ta rted  in 
Monson.)
S c h o o l  W o r k
In October the medical inspection was given to 219 pupils, 
the num ber of defects found were teeth 134, tonsils 48, 197 
were tested fo r vision, 36 were found defective, 218 were 
tested for hearing  w ith only one defective; 167 notification 
cards were sent to the paren ts u rg ing  corrective w o rk ; 57 
pupils were w ithout defects. Seven health talks were given 
in the schools in  regard  to the five rules fo r good health, 
cleanliness, fresh a ir, sunshine, good food and rest. I'i 
December all the grades were visited again and a san ita ry
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inspection of the basem ents was made and found to be in 
very good condition. In January  as there  had been quite 
a serious epidemic of a suspicious skin eruption in the 
schools of some of the o ther towns, the schools w ere again 
visited and 121 pupils inspected. N ine were referred  to a 
physician. In  doing th is  a spread of a disease can very 
often be prevented and we do w ant the paren ts to feel th a t 
it is being done fo r the good of their town and th e ir  schools 
and we need the support of each and everyone in the town 
to help us to do our b it in preventing disease.
T u b e r c u l o s is  W o r k  
As yet I  am  unable to tell the people of Monson very 
much in regard  to the tuberculosis situation in their town 
but w ant them  to know th a t  every suspicious or positive 
case is kept in touch w ith by the nurse and proper tre a t­
ment for the good of the patien t and the community is 
urged. The tuberculosis situation in Piscataquis County is 
very encouraging and T am sure the people of Monson will 
be in terested  to know th a t since 1918 the death ra te  from  
th a t disease has decreased one half. Although Public 
Health work in Monson is only in its infancy, I hope th a t  
it may go on fo r many years to come.
Respectfully subm itted,
NINA P. FOGARTY,
Public H ealth  Nurse.
FLAG AND FLAG STA FFS
The law requires tow ns to appropriate  annually an 
am ount necessary to fu rn ish  the public schools w ith su ita ­
ble flags and flagstafFs. The appropriation  for th is purpose 
shall be separa te  from  and additional to all o ther appro­
priations for school purposes. There is no flagstaff fo r the 
Academy building. The one on the  g ram m ar building is 
very inconveniently placed, as it means getting  out through 
a window on to the roof over the entrance to raise  the  flag.
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I t would seem th a t one flagstaff, properly located, could be 
made to serve fo r both of the village buildings. A steel 
llagpole will las t indefinitely.
ESTIM A TE OF SCHOOL BUDGET FOR 1925
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l s  :
Teachers’ wages $5,580.00
Jan ito r services, etc. 600.00
Fuel account 650.00
Conveyance 1,000.00
Tuition • 250.00
$8,080.00
H ig h  S c h o o l  A c c o u n t  
Teachers’ wages $3,700.00
Fuel and jan ito r services 400.00
Library  and L abratory  accounts 150.00
— --------- ■ $4,250.00
E stim ate  for support of schools $12,330.00
E stim ate  of resources less funds raised $3,400.00
Necessary ap p ro p ria tio n s:
Common school account $5,800.00
High school account 3,100.00
Free textbook account 350.00
Supply and equipm ent account 400.00
School repairs account 400.00
Power and light account 50.00
Insurance, additional 90.00-190.00
Medical inspection account 100.00
Superintendent of Schools, salary  432.00
A statem ent of the receipts and expenditures fo r school 
purposes for the municipal year is given fo r your inspec­
tion.
In closing I wish to acknowledge the splendid support
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and co-operation of pupils, teachers, school officials, and 
citizens.
Respectfully subm itted,
C. L. SID EL IN G ER , Superintendent, 
Feb ruary  24, 1925. School Union No. 61.
FINANCIAL STATEM ENT FOR 19;
COMMON SCHOOL ACCOUNT
R e c e ip t s
Unexpended, 1923 $ 124.54
Raised by town 5,700.00
S tate  school fund 1,969.86
Equalization fund 410.00
In te res t 34.16
E x p e n d it u r e s
Teachers' w ages:
Bernice E. Fogg $1,008.00
B ertha C, Hilton 828.00
M ary E. Larson 352.00
Rena M. Fogg 400.00
E sther Johnson Pennington 792.00
M argaret LeClair 648.00
Priscilla Cham/pion 525.00
M ary Carlson 540.00
Alice Zimmerman 490.00
Conveyance of pupils:
W. W. Pullen $ 370.00
Mrs. Verena Drake 280.00
E. A. M clver 90.00
Mrs. Roy Lloyd 185.00
A. F. Brown 90.00
G. W. Cookson 20.00
Mrs. 1). A. Lyons 24.00
$8,238.56
$5,583.00
$1,059.00
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Jan ito r  services: 
H enry Sm ith 
Rural jan ito rs
Fuel fo r schools:
Joseph Davison 
W illiam Champion 
Monson Maine Slate Co. 
H arry  K irk 
P. W. K night & Sons 
C. C. Brown 
Labor on wood
Tuition, Town of Abbot 
Unexpended, 1924
HIGH SCHOOL ACCOUNT 
R e c e ip t s
222.93 
3,000.00
500.00
290.00 
60.00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
T reasu rer Monson A cadem y:
On account of contract 
Fuel and jan ito r  services
L ibrary  account 
L abratory  account
$3,300,00
400.00
$ 42.14
66.05
Unexpended, 1923 
Raised by town 
S tate  school fund 
Equalization fund 
Tuition
$ 400.00 
92.25
$ 218.00
29.00 
3.50
10.00 
28.00
275.00
77.25
$ 495.25
$ 640.75
256.00
204.56
$8,238.56
$4,072.93
$3,700.00 
$ 108.19
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Unexpended, 1924 
For contract w ith Academy $ 150.00
For library  account 59.01
F o rla b ra to ry  account 55.73
FR E E  TEXTBOOK ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 192:5 $ 48.42
Raised by town 350.00
E xpended :
For common school textbooks $ 296.51
F o r high school textbooks 84.82
Unexpended, 1924 17.09
$ 264.74 
$4,072.93
SCHOOL SUPPLY ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1923 $ 50.88
Raised by town 350.00
Expended, supplies $ 303.94
Unexpended, 1924 96.94
$ 398.42
$ 398.42
$ 400.88
$ 400.88
SCHOOL R EPA IR S ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1923 $ 202.26
Raised by town 400.00
S 602.26
E xpended:
For fixtures and equipm ent $ 121,35
F o r cleaning and jan ito r  supplies 76.11
For general repa irs  121.97
F or repa irs  on pump 31.65
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For new slate blackboard 51.75
Unexpended, 1924 199.43
    $ 602.26
SU PE R IN T E N D E N C E  ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1923 $ 24.00
Raised by town 432.00
----------------  $ 456.00
E xpended:
C. L. Sidelinger, Supt. I  432.00
Unexpended, 1924 24.00
$ 456.00
M EDICAL IN SPECTIO N  ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1923 $ 25.00
Raised by town 100.00
    $ 125.00
E xpended:
F. H. Killam, physician $ 25.00
Piscataquis Public H ealth Asso. 100.00
----------------  $ 125.00
INSURANCE, LIGHT AND POW ER ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1923 ? 104.10
Raised by town 120,00
$ 224.10
Expended:
F o r insurance $ 71.25
F or installing  lights 100.00
For cu rren t charges 30.65
Unexpended, 1924 22.20
$ 224.10
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T ow n W arrant
T<> R . J . Jones, a constable o f the Town of Monson, in  Ithe 
County o f Piscataquis: G r e e t i n g :
In the name of the S tate  of Maine, you are hereby re ­
quired to notify  and w arn the inhabitan ts of the said Town 
of Monson, qualified by law to  vote in town affair's, to assem ­
ble in Spencer’s Hall, in said town of Monson, the sixteenth 
(16th) day of M arch A. D. Ia26 a t ten (10) o’clock in the 
forenoon, to ac t following articles, to w i t :—
Article 1. To choose a M oderator to preside a t said 
meeting.
Article 2. To choose a Town Clerk for the ensuing year.
Article 3. To choose all o ther necessary tow n officers for 
the ensuing year.
Article 4. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
for the support of schools.
Article 5. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
for the support of the poor.
Article 6. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
fo r the rep a ir  and m aintenance of roads and bridges, and 
how the same shall be expended.
Article 7. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
to defray all incidental and town charges and for miscella­
neous purposes.
Article 8. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
fo r the care of sidewalks, and how the same shall be ex­
pended.
Article f). To see what sum of money the town will raise 
to pay interest.
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Article 10. To see w hat sum of money the town will raise 
for free text books.
Article 11. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise for the superin tendent of school’s salary.
Article 12. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise  and appropriate  for free high school and how the same 
shall be expended, and to authorize the school committee to 
make a contract with the trustees of Monson Academy.
Article 13. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise for appara tus and supplies.
Article 14. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise for repairs on school houses.
A rticle 15. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise fo r  Memorial Day services.
A rticle 16. To see if  the town will vote “yes” or “no” on 
the question of appropriating  and raising  the money neces­
sary  to entitle the town to S tate  Aid, as provided in Section 
19 of C hapter 25 of the Revised S tatu tes of 1916.
Article 17. To see if the town will raise and appropriate  
the sum of $533.00 fo r the im provem ent of the section of 
S tate Aid road as outlined in the repo rt of the S tate High­
way Commission, in addition to the  am ount regularly raised 
for the care of ways, highways and bridges; the above 
am ount being the maximum which the town is allowed to 
raise under the provisions of Section 18 of Chapter 25 of 
the Revised S tatu tes of 1916.
Article 18. To see w hether the town will vote to raise  
money, and w hat sum, for the m aintenance of S tate and 
S tate Aid highways during the ensuing year, within the 
lim its of the tow n under the provisions of Sections 9 and 18 
of C hapter 130 of Pubic Laws of 1913.
Article 19. To see i f  the town will charge in terest on all 
taxes rem aining unpaid Septem ber 15th, a t  six per cent.
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A rticle 20. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise for s tree t lights for the ensuing year.
Article 21. To see if the town will vote to raise  a sum of 
money fo r Monson Free Public library.
Article 22. To see if  the  town will authorize the super­
in t e n d in g  school committee to use their discretion in regard  
to m antaining schools in  those d istric ts where there are  
less than the required num ber of scholars.
Article 23. To see if the town will raise  a sum of money 
to be paid to the Monson Band fo r evening concerts. .
Article 24. To see w hat sum of money the town will 
raise for the F ire  D epartm ent.
Article 25, To see if the town will vote to raise money 
fo r the overdrafts on the 1924 accounts.
Article 26. To see if the town will vote to raise money 
<o be used fo r employing a d istric t nurse.
A rticle 27. To see if the town will vote to purchase 
Calcium Chloride for the streets and raise money fo r the 
same.
Article 28. To see if the town will instruct the superin­
tending school committee to provide fo r medical inspection 
in the schools and raise fifty dollars or any am ount for th a t 
purpose.
A rticle 29. To see w hat sum  of money the town will 
raise for insurance on school buildings and fo r power and 
lights. .
A rticle 30. To see if the town will vote to elect a Village 
Improvement Committee.
Article 31. To see if  the town will vote to elect a Moth­
e rs’ Aid Committee.
Article 32. To see if the town will vote to elect a Budget 
Committee.
T o w n  o f  M o n s o n 35
Article 33, To see if the town will authorize and instruct 
the selectmen and treasu re r to hire money for town pur­
poses.
Article 34. To see w hat action the town will take re ­
garding' fire engines and raise  or hire money for the same.
A rticle 35. To see what sum of money the town will 
raise to fu rn ish  the schools with suitable flags and flag 
staffs.
Article 36. To see if the town will vote to appropriate  
money to pay expenses of one of the selectmen to attend 
assessors’ convention.
A rticle 37. To see if  the town will vote to raise or ap­
propria te  money to put a hydran t on w ater main of Mon­
son Maine Slate Co., near Peter Johnson's residence on 
Chapin Ave.
Article 38. To see if the town will vote to place a street 
light near residence of Mrs. Holm quist on N orth Main 
Street.
Article 39. To see w hat sum the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate  fo r advertising our na tu ra l resources, ad­
vantages and attractions, under the provision of Chapter 
Four, Section Fifty-nine of the Revised S tatu tes of Maine, 
the same to be expended by the Maine Development Asso­
ciation.
A sufficient num ber of these reports have been printed to 
fu rn ish  every in terested  citizen w ith a copy. An effort has 
been made to get them into the hands of the voters in ad­
vance. It should be borne in mind th a t if copies are left a t  
home there may not be a sufficient num ber a t  the hall to go 
around on town m eeting day. This year or any year it is 
desirable fo r you to have a copy of the annual report as soon 
as issued. It is also im portan t for you to preserve it  and 
bring  it w ith yon town m eeting day m orning.


